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SEARCH recently conducted an informal survey of its Membership Group to gauge how 
different States submit mental health records to the National Instant Criminal Background 
Check System (NICS). The following are some survey highlights: 

 35 states responded 
 

 When asked if their state faces any barriers in making mental health records available 
through NICS, 51.8% of the respondents said their state does not face any barriers. 
 

 Of the respondents who reported their state does face barriers in making mental health 
records available through NICS: 

o 8 said the barrier they face is “lack of statutory authority” 
o 8 said the barrier they face is “lack of access to data needed to enter subjects 

into the NICS Index” 
o 7 said the barrier they face is “lack of manpower to submit data to state 

repository)  
o 6 said the barrier they face is “lack of access to legacy mental health records” 
o 2 said the barrier they face is “lack of a web portal (or other automated method) 

to allow external agencies to submit mental health information to the state 
agency responsible for reporting to the NICS Index” 
 

 10 states reported that their state law does not require outpatient mental health 
commitments to be reported, which is also a potential gap in the system. 

 
The survey and results are provided below. Please contact Becki Goggins, SEARCH Director of 
Law and Policy, at becki.goggins@search.org if you have any questions or need more 
information about the survey. SEARCH extends its appreciation to all those who participated in 
the survey. 
  

http://www.search.org/membership/
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Question 1: Respondent Information 

 35 responses received from these States: 
o Alabama 
o Alaska 
o Arizona 
o Arkansas 
o Connecticut 
o Delaware 
o Florida 
o Georgia 
o Hawaii 
o Idaho 
o Indiana 
o Iowa 

o Kansas 
o Kentucky 
o Maine 
o Maryland 
o Massachusetts 
o Michigan 
o Minnesota 
o Missouri 
o Montana 
o Nebraska 
o Nevada 
o New Jersey 

o New York 
o Ohio 
o Oklahoma 
o Pennsylvania 
o South Dakota 
o Tennessee 
o Texas 
o Utah 
o Vermont 
o Virginia 
o Washington 
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