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Information Sharing:  

The Key to Effective Criminal Justice Reform 
 

An Informational Briefing Hosted by  
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October 21, 2015  1:00pm – 2:00pm 

Capitol Visitor Center, Room SVC 202, U.S. Capitol 
The Issue: 
Criminal justice reform is a top priority for both lawmakers and the public they serve. Policymakers 
at all levels of government in the United States are increasingly turning toward alternatives to 
pretrial detention, incarceration, and offender reentry programs. The aim is to decrease the cost of 
the criminal justice system, while reducing recidivism, improving outcomes for people accused and 
convicted of criminal behavior, and improving public safety.  
 
Key to the success of justice reform is making timely and accurate information available to the 
front-line practitioners—law enforcement officers, judges, probation and parole officers, treatment 
providers, healthcare professionals, and others—who can make better decisions about sentencing, 
police accountability, and effective reentry programs. Without this flow of information, justice 
reform will likely fall far short of policymakers’ and citizens’ expectations, and may in the end 
neither reduce expenditures nor improve public safety. 
 
Yet despite some impressive accomplishments in jurisdictions scattered throughout the U.S., the 
traditional methods of solving information sharing problems have failed to yield a seamlessly 
integrated justice system across the country. Too often justice agencies are hindered by outdated 
procurement practices that lead to expensive projects, long development cycles, and stovepipe 
solutions. Instead, justice agencies need to embrace an approach that encourages innovation, 
prioritizes the reuse of successful technology solutions, and incorporates open-source platforms. 
Such an approach has been proven to effectively solve information sharing problems, drive down 
the enormous costs associated with traditional technical development, and allow jurisdictions to 
share their successful solutions with one another. 
 
The Invitation: 
Please join SEARCH to learn how several states have come together as a consortium to effectively 
implement criminal justice reform through shared development, procurement reform, and the 
development and reuse of solutions to address justice information sharing challenges. This 
approach and the solutions developed through this method can be successfully replicated across 
the country to solve some of the most challenging issues facing the criminal justice system today. 
 
SEARCH encourages congressional, agency, and organizational staff to attend this briefing, as it will 
provide information on proven, effective, and low-cost solutions to consider as Congress reviews 
criminal justice reform legislation and policymakers implement reform at the state level. 
 
Presenters: 
Mr. Scott Came, Executive Director, SEARCH 
Ms. Kelly Harbitter, Director, Government Affairs, SEARCH 
 

Please RSVP to Melissa Nee (melissa@search.org) by October 19, 2015 
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