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Mr. Cooper served the Membership as an Alternate Member for the 
California Office of the Attorney General for more than 11 years. He has been 
active on the former Law and Policy Program Advisory Committee, and has been 
an enthusiastic participant in Member issues and discussions on a number of key 
issues. On March 5, 2008, he was appointed by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
to serve as California’s representative on the Membership Group. 

Mr. Cooper has worked for the Department of Justice (DOJ) for 36 years. He 
transitioned from an Engineer at the California Department of Water Resources 
to a Management Analyst for DOJ in 1972. He worked his way up through the 
ranks to a DOJ Administrator (DOJA) I over the Purge Program and was promoted in 1980 to a DOJA II. 
Throughout the 1980s, Mr. Cooper managed various programs within the Bureau of  Criminal Identifica-
tion and Information (BCII)—everything from dispositions to fingerprints. 

He has been at the forefront of BCII’s transition to an electronic environment. In 1996, he was promoted to 
Assistant Bureau Chief in BCII. His leadership guided the implementation of Live Scan technology in both 
criminal and applicant forms, most recently with the statewide expansion of the Applicant Live Scan Net-
work. Mr. Cooper was responsible for implementing the Cal-ID System, coordinating the statewide network 
of fingerprint identification equipment Remote Access Network, and was a major influence in establishing 
national fingerprint standards for the National Institute of Standards and Technology.

In 1999 he was promoted to Bureau Chief of BCII where he chaired the statewide law enforcement and 
criminal justice committee dedicated to the improvement of identification and information services through-
out the criminal justice community. 



In 2006, Mr. Cooper was promoted to Director of the California Justice 
Information Services Division, where he is responsible for five bureaus, all 
division programs, and approximately 1,300 employees.

Currently, Mr. Cooper represents the Attorney General’s Office on executive 
boards and committees, including SEARCH; the Attorney General’s Task 
Force on Criminal History Records Improvement; the California Law En-
forcement Telecommunications System (CLETS) Advisory Committee; the 
Western Identification Network; and the Governor’s REAL ID Act Steering 
Committee. 

Major Accomplishments:

Development and implementation of the Cal-ID System, which 
became one of the first ever automated fingerprint systems with a 
remote access network. The system allows a state agency to pick up 
a print at a crime scene, search the database, and identify the subject 
locally. 

The Cal-Photo System, which is a system that enables law enforce-
ment officials to have a fast and efficient means of visual identifica-
tion of subjects, critical to preserving and enhancing the safety of 
the public and law enforcement community. In 2001, The Califor-
nia Executive Institute of Technology honored Cal-Photo with the 
“Outstanding Systems Award and in 2002, the Center for Digital 
Government recognized Cal-Photo as one of the “Best In-House 
Developed Applications” statewide.

The California Automated Palm Print System (CAPPS), a system 
that enables law enforcement to submit palm impressions as part of 
the arrest process and in response to the reporting requirements as-
sociated with Proposition 69. This program was honored in 2004 as 
“Best Application Serving the Public.”

“Gary has been a long-time Alternate Member from California, and it is fitting that those 

years of service have finally been recognized by this well-deserved appointment. As the 

‘Unofficial’ Member, he has always been an active participant in representing the needs and 

thinking of California. He understands the issues and the important role California plays in 

developing national policy, and we look forward to his continued valuable expertise and 

participation.”

	 	 	 	 —Ronald	P.	Hawley

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 SEARCH	Executive	Director

“SEARCH is 

fortunate to have 

a representative 

with Gary’s vast 

knowledge and 

experience at the 

table. I remember 

meeting Gary when 

I was the new kid on 

the block in the AFIS 

world in the mid-

1980s. He was already 

a seasoned veteran 

at that time and 

knew the criminal 

repository business as 

well as anyone in the 

country. To be able 

to tap his brain on 

key issues facing the 

Membership today is 

indeed a bonus.”

—	Paul	Heppner	
Georgia		Member



Member Q &  A

	

Q  What changes would you like to see 
happen regarding information sharing within the 
justice and public safety community in the next 
5-10 years? 

A  Better partnerships between law 
enforcement, district attorneys and the courts, 
creating consistency in protocol for exchanging 
information with compatibility in systems between 
these agencies.

Q  What are the biggest challenges? 

A  One of the biggest challenges is 
to break down the barriers within and between 
organizations, so people will look beyond their 
departments or agencies for the better good of law 
enforcement and the public.

Q  What is SEARCH’s value as an 
organization and how has your state or agency 
benefited from its participation in the National 
Consortium? 

A  Training in law enforcement issues is 
excellent. SEARCH continues to be at the forefront 
of issues impacting criminal justice, and gets the 
right people to the table to discuss the critical issues 
of the day. SEARCH has earned the respect of local, 
state, and federal criminal justice agencies and is 
looked at to facilitate and lead discussions.

Q  What professional success are you 
proudest of? 

A  I’m proudest of the deployment of the 
Cal-ID System, which has evolved into a national 
model for criminal justice data transmission and 
storage.

“It has been my privilege and pleasure to 

serve with Gary as a SEARCH Member. As 

a colleague in this great membership of 

professionals, I have come to know Gary 

as a person of great character. Gary has a 

reputation for honesty, candor, and sense 

of integrity. Gary’s sense of knowledge 

and historical perspective are invaluable 

to all of the SEARCH Membership. He 

has the ability and patience to listen 

and understand the issues, then offer 

his masterful insights to the challenges 

encountered daily in our criminal justice 

world. More importantly, Gary is truly 

caring and an individual who is always 

willing to help others.  Gary is a true 

professional and one who I am proud to 

call as a friend.”

—	Karl	Wilmes	
Colorado	Member



Q  What is your favorite SEARCH memory? 

A  One of my favorite memories is 
recognition of Bud Hawkins and his contributions 
to law enforcement for over 60 years, by giving out 
awards and giving him credit where credit is most 
definitely due. (Editor: O.J. “Bud” Hawkins was 
the Chairman of Project SEARCH and SEARCH’s 
first Executive Director. See www.search.org/
events/news/ojhawkins.asp.)

Q  What are your hobbies? 

A  Golf and bike riding.

Q  What is the best advice you ever received? 

A  One of my mentors told me to expand 
my thinking and look beyond my own area of 
responsibility to try to see the big picture.

Q  What is your favorite motto? 

A  Perception is reality!
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