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 H e br�ngs reason and pract�cal�ty  
to sc�ent�f�c d�scuss�ons—and  
an ab�l�ty to exam�ne ev�dence  

that �s the envy of prosecutors.”

Th�s �s how a former d�rector of the  
Nat�onal Inst�tute of Just�ce descr�bed  
Alfred Blumste�n, Ph.D. From cr�me  
trends to sentenc�ng gu�del�nes, the  
�mpact of Blumste�n’s work �s ev�dent  
�n the cr�m�nal just�ce pol�c�es and pract�ces 
of 21st century Amer�ca. H�s research has 
covered a stunn�ng range of cr�m�nal just�ce 
phenomena and pol�cy: cr�me measurement, 
cr�m�nal careers, sentenc�ng, deterrence  
and �ncapac�tat�on, pr�son populat�ons,  
demograph�c trends, juven�le v�olence,  
and drug-enforcement pol�cy. Put s�mply,  
few �n the Nat�on possess Blumste�n’s  
understand�ng of the l�nks between  
v�olence, publ�c health, and cr�m�nology. 
In the m�d-1960’s, Blumste�n was asked  
to lead a task force on sc�ence and  
technology for a pres�dent�al comm�ss�on 

that produced The Challenge of Crime in 
a Free Society, a 1967 report that shaped 
cr�m�nal just�ce agendas �n th�s country for 
years. Now, on the 40th ann�versary of that 
landmark report, Blumste�n �s rece�v�ng the 
2007 Stockholm Pr�ze �n Cr�m�nology, g�ven 
for s�gn�f�cant contr�but�ons to cr�m�nolog�cal 
research or pract�ces that combat cr�me and 
promote human r�ghts. He shares th�s award 
w�th Terr� E. Moff�tt, Ph.D., currently at the 
Un�vers�ty of London, whose soc�al, psycho-
log�cal, and b�olog�cal stud�es of cr�me and 
human development have had �nternat�onal 
�mpact.

Blumste�n has been �nstrumental to our 
understand�ng of v�olence as both a cr�m�-
nolog�cal and a publ�c health concern. H�s  
ep�dem�olog�cal research, for example,  
demonstrated how the growth of �llegal  
drug markets and the prevalence of �llegal 
weapons among youth �nfluenced v�olent 
cr�me �n the 1980’s and 1990’s. Here are a 
few h�ghl�ghts of h�s work:
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■ Carnegie Mellon University. For more 
than �5 years, he has been the J. Er�k 
Jonsson Un�vers�ty Professor of Urban 
Systems and Operat�ons Research and 
the d�rector of the Nat�onal Consort�um on 
V�olence Research at Carneg�e Mellon’s H. 
John He�nz III School of Publ�c Pol�cy and 
Management. He was dean of the He�nz 
School from 1986 to 199�.

■ President’s Commission on Law 
Enforcement and Administration 
of Justice. He led the Comm�ss�on’s 
Task Force on Sc�ence and Technology, 
work�ng w�th some of the best cr�m�nal 
just�ce m�nds �n the country. Out of the 
Comm�ss�on’s work came The Challenge 
of Crime in a Free Society. (See related 
story, “The 40th Ann�versary of the  
Cr�me Report,” p. 20.)

■ National Consortium on Violence 
Research (NCOVR). Under Blumste�n’s 
leadersh�p, NCOVR created a un�que 
framework for research on v�olence.  
He pulled together a remarkable group  
of scholars and pol�cymakers to serve  
on NCOVR’s adv�sory comm�ttee. 

■ Awards and honors. A page of 
Blumste�n’s résumé could be devoted 
to leadersh�p pos�t�ons he has held and 
awards and honors he has rece�ved. 
Here are three: the Amer�can Soc�ety of 
Cr�m�nology’s Sutherland Award (1987), 
the Pres�dent’s Award from the Operat�ons 
Research Soc�ety of Amer�ca (199�), and 
the Wolfgang Award for D�st�ngu�shed 
Ach�evement �n Cr�m�nology (1998). 

■ Body of written work. Blumste�n has 
coauthored and ed�ted many notable 
works, �nclud�ng The Crime Drop in 
America (2006); Exploring Recent Trends 
in U.S. Homicide Rates (1998); and 
Youth Violence, Guns, and the Illicit-Drug 
Industry (1995). He �s regularly publ�shed 
�n journals, such as Law and Society 
Review, Journal of Criminal Law and 
Criminology, Journal of Criminal Justice, 
and Criminology. 

Th�s �s just a gl�mpse of Blumste�n’s  
résumé. Beh�nd �t, of course, are the l�ves  
he has touched. Countless people have 
been affected by Blumste�n’s work on  

youth v�olence, for example. Then there  
are the hundreds of students, coworkers, 
pol�cymakers, researchers, and �n-the- 
trenches law enforcement profess�onals 
who call h�m adv�sor and fr�end. To offer 
Journal readers a flavor of the man beh�nd 
the accompl�shments, we asked a few 
of these people, “How has Al Blumste�n 
enr�ched or �nfluenced your l�fe?” Here  
are the�r responses.

Al’s �nternat�onal recogn�t�on for  
contr�but�ons to research on cr�m�nal  

just�ce comes as no surpr�se to those of  
us who have benef�ted from h�s 
�ns�ghts over h�s long and product�ve 
career. Dur�ng my serv�ce as governor 
of Pennsylvan�a, Al served as cha�r-
man of the Comm�ss�on on Cr�me and 
Del�nquency. H�s w�sdom on sens�t�ve 
�ssues �nvolv�ng pol�ce, courts, and cor-
rect�ons contr�buted greatly to a safer 
Pennsylvan�a. Al was always �nqu�s�t�ve, 
respectful of the v�ews of others, but true 
to h�s core bel�efs �n equal just�ce under 
the law—a true champ�on of the value 
of sol�d research �n the development of 
sound pol�cy.

Dick Thornburgh
Former U.S. Attorney General

Former Governor of Pennsylvania
Attorney, K&L Gates LLP

f�rst met Al w�th�n weeks of my arr�val 
at graduate school �n 1974. I poked 

my head �nto h�s off�ce and asked, ‘How 
much can age expla�n the cr�me r�se dur-
�ng the 1960’s?’ H�s response was not 
a bunch of �nt�m�dat�ng quer�es about 
whether I had read th�s or that paper or 
cons�dered how hard a quest�on th�s was 
or, even worse, how badly I framed the 
research quest�on. Instead, he sa�d, ‘Don’t 
know. Why don’t we work on �t?’ That’s 
how my career �n cr�me began. It typ�-
f�es Al’s enthus�asm for plow�ng ahead, 
unafra�d, w�th youthful opt�m�sm and 
enthus�asm.  

Daniel S. Nagin 
Professor, Carnegie Mellon University
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SySTemS ANALySIS FLOWCHART 
As d�rector of the Sc�ence and Technology Task Force (part of the Pres�dent’s 
Comm�ss�on on Law Enforcement and Adm�n�strat�on of Just�ce), Al Blumste�n  
was �nstrumental �n creat�ng a “systems analys�s” portrayal of cr�m�nal just�ce �n  
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n 1966, Al brought ‘systems analys�s’ 
to the Pres�dent’s Comm�ss�on on 

Law Enforcement and Adm�n�strat�on of 
Just�ce. For better or worse, he �s the  
person most respons�ble for the w�de-
spread use of the term ‘system of jus-
t�ce.’ I remember tell�ng h�m the data 
that were needed to put numbers to h�s 
just�ce system flowchart s�mply d�d not 
ex�st. Not to be deterred, Al and h�s staff 
produced a chart without numbers that 
has been so useful as a teach�ng tool that 
�t has been pr�nted �n every major cr�m�-
nology text s�nce 1970. He �s one of our 
country’s most �nfluent�al and product�ve 
cr�m�nolog�sts.

Roland Chilton
Professor, University of Massachusetts

He’s 5’9” yet the NIJ staff referred  
to Blumste�n, the dean of cr�m�-

nolog�sts, as ‘B�g Al.’ When he grudg�ngly 
welcomed me to the NIJ d�rectorsh�p, 
he sa�d �t was a strange �rony, �ndeed, 
when the Nat�on’s most �mportant cr�me 
research portfol�o �s handed over to a 
pol�ce off�cer w�thout a Ph.D. or a long l�st 
of jur�ed publ�cat�ons. B�g Al’s sarcast�c 
welcome was tongue-�n-cheek—he has 
an eng�neer�ng background and �s not a 
trad�t�onal soc�al sc�ent�st by educat�on 
or tra�n�ng. That was 25 years ago. Al 
cont�nues to challenge pol�cymakers and 
researchers to be more ser�ous about 
understand�ng the causes and correlates 
of cr�me �n Amer�ca. W�th a mag�c marker 
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the Un�ted States. In 1997, the Bureau of Just�ce Stat�st�cs publ�shed the flow-
chart shown here, wh�ch �s an updated vers�on of the one that f�rst appeared �n the 
Comm�ss�on’s 1967 report, The Challenge of Crime in a Free Society. To download  
or order a copy of th�s chart, v�s�t www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/justsys.htm. 

and an overhead projector, Al can be very  
persuas�ve �n us�ng data analys�s to  
demonstrate how m�s�nformed, wrong,  
and dangerous the convent�onal w�sdom 
about cr�me rates can be. 

James K. (Chips) Stewart
Former Director, NIJ

Senior Fellow, CNA Corporation

Today, a mathemat�c�an help�ng pol�ce 
to solve cr�me—l�ke �n the h�t TV ser�es 

Numb3rs—seems ord�nary. But �n 1966, 
f�nd�ng a sc�ent�st w�th�n the cr�m�nal 
just�ce system was rare. By some stroke 

of luck, Al Blumste�n, a Ph.D. �n opera-
t�ons research, was chosen to be the 
d�rector of the f�rst nat�onal-level cr�m�nal 
just�ce Sc�ence and Technology Task 
Force. Al’s system�c v�ew of the �nterac-
t�ons between the courts, pol�ce, and 
correct�ons has proven to be a sem�nal 
and last�ng contr�but�on. Th�s came about 
not by theoret�cal mus�ng �n the off�ce, 
but by Al’s sc�ent�f�c ph�losophy: learn�ng 
and ass�m�lat�ng everyth�ng he could of 
the system . . . short of gett�ng arrested, 
prosecuted, and tr�ed. 

Saul I. Gass
Professor, University of Maryland

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/justsys.htm
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Serv�ng s�multaneously as the U.S. 
Attorney for Western Pennsylvan�a 

and �n nat�onal posts for the U.S. 
Department of Just�ce has requ�red me  
to travel frequently between P�ttsburgh 
and Wash�ngton, DC. An unexpected 
joy �n th�s aer�al commute has been the 
opportun�ty for ongo�ng, onboard collabor-
at�ve d�scuss�ons w�th Al Blumste�n, who 
also travels frequently between the two 
c�t�es. Just as a w�ndow seat affords a 
v�ew of the b�g p�cture that can never be 
gleaned from ground level, Al’s lead�ng-
edge scholarsh�p has l�fted cr�m�nology 
�ssues to the perspect�ve of publ�c  
pol�cy solut�ons. 

Mary Beth Buchanan
U.S. Attorney for Western Pennsylvania

Acting Director,  
Office on Violence Against Women, 

U.S. Department of Justice 

n 1966, Al h�red me as the youngest 
fullt�me member of the Sc�ence and 

Technology Task Force of the Pres�dent’s 
Comm�ss�on on Law Enforcement and 
Adm�n�strat�on of Just�ce. I was 2� years  
old and had just completed my f�rst year  
�n graduate school at MIT. In other words,  
I was wet beh�nd the ears—w�th v�rtually  
no profess�onal exper�ence �n apply�ng  
operat�ons research to cr�me. Al was my 
mentor. He showed me how to th�nk,  
how to structure problems, even how  
to wr�te. He encouraged me to cont�nue 
th�s as a doctoral research top�c—I d�d, 
and �t changed my career. H�s encourage-
ment, pat�ence and support were remark-
able, g�ven all the other respons�b�l�t�es he 
had at the t�me. 

Richard C. Larson
Director, Center for Engineering Systems 

Fundamentals,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

At the Centers for D�sease Control 
and Prevent�on (CDC), we looked to 

Al as a member of the Research Agenda 
Steer�ng Comm�ttee for the CDC Injury 
Center, a group that has helped def�ne  
pr�or�t�es for CDC research on publ�c 
health and v�olence prevent�on s�nce 1999. 
I also recall—w�th much gratefulness—
Al’s w�se counsel dur�ng the preparat�on 
of the Surgeon General’s report on youth 
v�olence �n 2001. I asked for h�s help �n 
�dent�fy�ng a sc�ent�st of suff�c�ent stature 
(Al was too busy to take the job h�mself) 
to serve as ed�tor of th�s report, wh�ch 
had a tremendous �mpact on U.S. publ�c 
health research and program pol�ces on 
youth v�olence. 

W. Rodney Hammond 
Director, Division of Violence Prevention, 

National Center for Injury Prevention  
and Control, 

Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention

When Al asked me to jo�n the Nat�onal 
Consort�um on V�olence Research 

(NCOVR) Adv�sory Board, I d�d not real�ze 
how �mportant a role NCOVR would play 
�n th�s country’s cr�m�nal just�ce system. 
Al has a knack of s�tt�ng at a table—
sleeves rolled up and scratch�ng at h�s left 
elbow—wh�le �mpart�ng pearls of w�sdom 
and challeng�ng everyone present to th�nk 
a l�ttle broader and deeper about the prob-
lem. He has made me a better judge by 
challeng�ng me to th�nk d�spass�onately 
about very ser�ous �ssues w�th�n the cr�m-
�nal just�ce system. W�thout Al, ne�ther 
Carneg�e Mellon Un�vers�ty nor NCOVR 
would have atta�ned the h�gh level of 
respect that �s now taken for granted.

Justin M. Johnson
Judge, Pennsylvania Superior Court
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