
2004 Annual Meeting Review
Discussions  n  Elections  n Awards

The SEARCH Membership held its 2004 Annual Meeting in Chicago, Illinois, July 22-25, 2004. This Mem-

bership Bulletin provides a brief review of meeting highlights. Featured were meetings of the Board of 

Directors, Membership Group and Program Advisory Committees. (Full meeting minutes and PAC sum-

maries are being distributed via email to the Membership along with this Bulletin, and are also available 

on the Members-only Website at www.search.org/about/membership/meetingsinfo.asp.)

Message from the Executive Director
At the 2004 Annual Membership Group Meeting, we addressed a number of sig-
nifi cant subjects at the national level, and continued in our efforts to work together 
to strengthen our own organization’s infrastructure. We have turned the corner on 
the budget issues that have been occupying a great deal of our time and effort over 
the past year. I’m proud of having reached our most recent milestone of achieving a 
Board-approved full and complete budget for the fi rst time ever, and I’d like to thank 
the Board Members and SEARCH staff for working diligently to reach that objective 
in record time. Staff has indicated to me that with most of the major changes behind 
us and a return to stability, they are eager to focus on the business of providing the 
services to the justice community that have earned SEARCH its good reputation over 
the past 35 years. 

Interim Report Survey Response
Several actions have been taken to make known our Members’ concerns about the In-
terim Report prepared by the U.S. Department of Justice regarding the PROTECT Act. 
You have all been sent the follow-up survey requested by Deputy Assistant Attorney 
General Frank Campbell in response to the letter and white paper we submitted 
to him in August. Thanks to those of you who have responded to this brief survey. As 
you know, it is important for our organization to take advantage of opportunities like 
this to be a strong voice in the justice arena.
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Board of Directors Elections
Elections were held for Chair, Vice Chair, two At-Large 
positions, and fi ve State-appointee positions to the Board 
of Directors:

Chair: Mr. Gerry Wethington (Missouri)
Vice Chair: Mr. Francis (Paco) Aumand III (Vermont)

Elected Board Members:
Prof. Kent Markus (At-Large)
Mr. Gordon Wasserman (At-Large)
Col. Kenneth Bouche (Illinois)
Ms. Liane Moriyama (Hawaii)
Mr. Charles Sexson (Kansas)
Lt. Thomas Turner (Virginia)
Maj. Alecia Webb-Edgington (Kentucky)

The full Board roster also includes the following Mem-
bers who have terms remaining:

At-Large: Dr. Hugh Collins, Dr. Charles Friel
State: Mr. Paul Heppner (Georgia), Mr. Barry LaCroix 
(Massachusetts), Mr. Theron Schnure (Connecticut), 
replacing recently retired Montana Member Mr. Wilbur 
Rehmann, Ms. Diane Sherman (Michigan)

For those whose terms ended in July 2004, SEARCH 
would like to thank you for your valuable contributions:

Lt. Col. Jeffrey Harmon, Vice Chair (Maine)
Maj. Mark Huguley (South Carolina)
Ms. Donna Uzzell (Florida)
Mr. Robert Wessels (At-Large)

I have heard many positive comments about our 
Chicago meeting, and am especially pleased with 
Members for participating in all the roundtable and 
panel discussions. Members are seeking ways to 
become even further engaged, and offering fol-
low-up actions to keep up the momentum on our 
most challenging issues. Members have indicated 
they are pleased with the open forum discussions 
where they can engage in thorough and thoughtful 
exchanges. I assure you, we will continue to elicit 
commentary from Members on all viewpoints on 
any issues we discuss. This type of participation 
is vital if our organization is to remain strong, and 
in these turbulent times our work with the crimi-
nal justice community to improve public safety is 
needed more than ever. 

I look forward to seeing you all at our Winter 2005 
Meeting in Florida!

— Ron Hawley

Mark Your Calendars!

2005 Winter Membership Meeting
January 27-30, 2005

Tradewinds Island Grand Resort
St. Pete Beach, Florida

Ms. Sue Mencer, Executive Director, Offi ce for 
State and Local Government Coordination and Pre-
paredness, Department of Homeland Security, will 
be a featured speaker. In an effort to tap into the 
diverse experience of SEARCH At-Large Members, 
the Winter Meeting will include an At-Large Mem-
bers Panel, chaired by Prof. Kent Markus. The 
panel has been charged with the task of focusing on 
future activities and looking at the issues in innova-
tive ways, with the goal of assisting our organiza-
tion in becoming more proactive in its approach to 
external areas of interest.

2005 Annual Membership Meeting
July 21-24, 2005

Park Hyatt, Washington, D.C.

(The Membership asked SEARCH to look into 
changing the meeting dates to exclude weekends; 
however, our hotel dates for the 2005 meetings had 
already been scheduled. We will look into the issue 
for future meetings.)
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Board Meeting Highlights
The Board met on July 22 and at other times during the 
Annual Meeting week, including several special ses-
sions that focused primarily on budget issues. This year 
marks the fi rst time the Board has adopted a budget. The 
Finance Committee reported that Maj. Mark Hugu-
ley (South Carolina) is retiring from state service and ley (South Carolina) is retiring from state service and ley
has resigned from the Finance Committee. Chair Gerry 
Wethington has appointed Mr. Barry LaCroix (Massa-
chusetts) to replace Maj. Huguley on the committee.

The Strategic Planning Committee, now chaired by Mr. 
Paco Aumand (Vermont), reported that the revised 
Plan will refl ect SEARCH’s partnerships with Global, the 
Offi ce of Justice Programs, tribal jurisdictions and courts, 
and efforts regarding those entities. The Board recom-
mended that the Strategic Plan contain a reference to 
performance measures, and that standards should be 
created at the enterprise level. Chair Wethington stated 
that a draft of the Plan will be presented to the Board at 
its October 2004 teleconference.

Other topics included SEARCH’s recent and ongoing ef-
forts to facilitate information sharing among tribal, state 
and Federal jurisdictions, through forging new partner-
ships with the common goal of improving public safety.

Membership Group Meeting
Some of the highlights of the Membership meeting 
included:

Resolutions
The SEARCH Membership approved a resolution regard-
ing support of privacy protections for the criminal justice 
information-sharing program. This resolution recom-
mends that information-sharing programs incorporate 
privacy policy at the beginning stages of system design.

Guest Speakers, Presentations and Reports
Our Federal partners within the U.S. Department of 
Justice, Mr. Lawrence Greenfeld, Director, Bureau of 
Justice Statistics (BJS), and Mr. Domingo Herraiz, 
Director, Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA), discussed 
current and future activities and initiatives and respond-
ed to questions from Members. Mr. Greenfeld discussed 
BJS programs to improve national statistics and criminal 
justice recordkeeping. He emphasized the importance 
of performance measures for an ongoing Record Qual-
ity Index, which will provide a clear set of opportunities 
to address Federal funds to specifi c records problems 
and needs. Mr. Herraiz discussed BJA activities, includ-
ing efforts to build partnerships at the state and local 
level, set examples on streamlining funding, and change 
the reporting processes to include more information on 
performance measures. 

Roundtable and Panel Discussions
Mr. Francis Lepage, Chief, Offi ce of Domestic 
Preparedness (ODP), Department of Homeland 
Security, discussed communications interoperabil-
ity initiatives and programs underway to improve 
state, tribal and local agencies’ abilities to coordi-
nate during times of emergency.

Mr. B. Scott Swan, IT Specialist, and Mr. Gary L. 
Williams, Management Analyst, Criminal Justice 
Information Services (CJIS) Division, Programs 
Development Section, FBI, discussed the PROTECT 
Act and other Federal initiatives.

A Congressional panel moderated by Mr. Robert 
R. Belair, SEARCH General Counsel, discussed 
signifi cant criminal justice information manage-

•

•

•
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ment issues presented during the second session of 
the 108th Congress.

Two panels: The Integrated Justice/Homeland Secu-
rity panel and the National Crime Prevention and 
Privacy Compact Council panel provided updates 
to the Membership and sparked discussion on the 
most recent issues in these areas of interest.

Other topics Members addressed were an update 
on the Law Enforcement National Data Exchange 
program (N-DEx) and a system prototype dem-
onstration; a roundtable debate on FBI back-
ground checks for alcohol licensing; the status of 
Transportation Security Administration HazMat 
endorsement issues; and funding issues relating 
to the National Criminal History Improvement 
Program (NCHIP).

Program Advisory Committee 
Meetings

Members discussed changing the current PAC structure 
to make better use of time. Recommendations were made 
to reorganize the Membership meeting so PACs could 
meet for longer periods of time and report back to the 
Membership earlier in the agenda.

Law and Policy PAC
Law and Policy PAC members discussed concerns about 
the Interim Report prepared by the U.S. Department 
of Justice regarding the PROTECT Act. Many Members 
contended that the state repositories’ lack of optional 
authority under the National Child Protection Act to 
provide the complete criminal record obtained from a 
national background check to volunteer agencies, which 
would then make their own fi tness determinations, is a 
signifi cant obstacle for state repositories seeking to pro-
vide these agencies with prompt service. A letter/white 
paper regarding the Report was sent to Deputy Assistant 
Attorney General Frank Campbell. He requested that 
a follow-up survey be sent to Members to clarify issues 
discussed in the letter. The survey has been sent and staff 
has received response from SEARCH Members on this 
signifi cant effort. 

•

•

Research and Statistics PAC
SEARCH’s role in the N-DEx Business Process Reen-
gineering (BPR) process was discussed. The purpose 
of this FBI initiative is to improve crime reporting and 
bring the UCR program up-to-date by using current 
technology to improve effi ciency and effectiveness. Mr. 
James Reed, Manager, FBI CJIS UCR Program Support/
DigitalNet, presented a project overview and outlined a 
survey the FBI is preparing to elicit views by stakeholders 
of the program. The Research and Statistics PAC recom-
mended to the Membership Group that the Chair appoint 
an Ad Hoc Committee to work with SEARCH staff and 
DigitalNet in this effort (see page 7).

Systems and Technology PAC
A number of signifi cant issues were discussed, including 
SEARCH’s involvement with the SAFECOM program, the 
ODP and various agencies regarding wireless interop-
erability challenges and issues. A panel discussion on 
the policy impact and correlation between interoper-
able communications and wireless technology is being 
planned for the January 2005 SEARCH Membership 
Meeting.

Future plans for the high tech crime prevention and 
information systems security program at SEARCH were 
discussed, including redesigning the training program, 
completing a strategic plan for the unit, developing new 
markets, and updating the National Criminal Justice 
Computer  Laboratory and Training Center at SEARCH 
headquarters.
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Awards and Recognitions

O.J. Hawkins Award
On the evening of Friday, July 23, the full Membership 
gathered to recognize the 2004 recipient of SEARCH’s top 
award, which has been bestowed annually since 1985. 
The O.J. Hawkins Award for Innovative Leadership 
and Outstanding Contributions in Criminal Justice 
Information Systems, Policy and Statistics in the 
United States was presented to Ms. Carol Kaplan, who 
retired in 2003 as Chief of the National Criminal History 
Improvement Programs at BJS. Ms. Kaplan was recog-
nized for her decades of work to improve the nation’s 
criminal history systems.

Gary R. Cooper Award for Meritorious Service
Mr. Charles Sexson, Assistant Director, CJIS Division, 
Kansas Bureau of Investigation, was presented the Gary 
R. Cooper Award for Meritorious Service by Chair R. Cooper Award for Meritorious Service by Chair R. Cooper Award for Meritorious Service
Wethington at the Friday Reception and Dinner. This 
annual award honors a SEARCH Member whose work in 
the fi eld of criminal justice information systems, policy 
or statistics has been outstanding. Mr. Sexson, a Member 
representing Kansas since 1995, serves on the Board of 
Directors and chairs the Board’s Finance Committee.

Members and Staff Recognition
Dr. Charles M. Friel, At-Large, 30 years
Dr. Hugh M. Collins, At-Large, 20+ years
Mr. Carle Jackson, Louisiana, 15 years
Mr. Gordon Wasserman, At-Large, 10 years
Mr. Gerry Wethington, Missouri, 10 years
Ms. Daphne Toundasakis, Benefi ts Administrator,
30 years
Mr. Jon Johnson, Manager of Information Systems,
15 years
Ms. Anne Stites, Financial Assistant, 10 years

SEARCH Chair Gerry Wethington congratulates Carol 
Kaplan, 2004 recipient of the O.J. Hawkins Award.

SEARCH Chair Gerry Wethington presents 
the Gary R. Cooper Award to Charles Gary R. Cooper Award to Charles Gary R. Cooper Award
Sexson for his outstanding contributions 
in the justice arena.
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New Members
The following Members have been appointed since the 
January 2004 meeting: 

Alaska
Mr. David Schade
Director
Division of Statewide Services
Alaska Department of Public Safety

Maryland
Mr. Leigh B. Middleditch

Chief Information Offi cer
Offi ce of the Governor

North Carolina
Mr. Larry W. Smith
Assistant Director
North Carolina
Department of Justice
State Bureau of Investigation

Rhode Island
Maj. Steven G. O’Donnell

Administrative Services
Division

Rhode Island State Police

Tennessee
Mr. Brad Truitt
Assistant Director
Information Systems
Division
Tennessee Bureau of
Investigation

Washington
Capt. Paul S. Beckley 

Deputy Chief
Technical Services Bureau

Washington State Patrol
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Appointments to PACs and 
Standing Committees

Law and Policy PAC
New Chair: Mr. Paul Heppner (Georgia)
New Vice Chair: Ms. Georgene Ramming 
(Arizona)

Research and Statistics PAC
New Chair: Dr. Charles Friel (At-Large)
New Vice Chair: Mr. Brad Truitt (Tennessee)

Ad Hoc Committee to Research and Statistics 
PAC

Committee Members: Dr. Charles Friel (At-
Large), Mr. Steven Conlon (Iowa), Dr. Albert 
Blumstein (At-Large)

Strategic Planning Committee
New Chair: Mr. Paco Aumand (Vermont)
New Committee Member: Mr. Robert Taylor 
(Idaho)
Continuing Committee Members: Dr. Charles 
Friel (At-Large), Ms. Donna Uzzell (Florida)

Finance Committee
New Committee Member: Mr. Barry LaCroix 
(Massachusetts)
Continuing Committee Chair: Mr. Charles 
Sexson (Kansas)
Continuing Committee Member: Dr. Hugh 
Collins  (At-Large)

Recent Retirements/Departures
Six SEARCH Members recently announced their 
retirement or departure from State service. Their 
contributions will be greatly missed. They were:

• Lt. Col. Jeffrey Harmon, Maine. A Member since 
1995, Lt. Col. Harmon served on the SEARCH 
Board of Directors since 2001 and as Vice Chair 
since January 2002. He was the 2003 recipient of 
the Gary R. Cooper Award for Meritorious 
Service.

• Maj. Mark Huguley, South Carolina, a Member 
since 1998, served on the Board of Directors from 
2001-04.

• Mr. Mark Thompson, New Hampshire, a Mem-
ber since 1983.

• Mr. Maurice King, Washington, a Member since 
2001.

• Mr. Richard Thomas, Arkansas, a Member since 
2002.

• Maj. Brendan Doherty, Rhode Island, a Member 
since 2002.

• Mr. Wilbur Rehmann, Montana, a Member 
since 1998, served on the Board of Directors from 
2003-04.

Survey Results
SEARCH distributed a Meeting Evaluation Form at the 
July 2004 meeting to poll the Members about their reac-
tions to each of the panels, the roundtable session, PACs, 
what Members liked best and least about the overall 
meeting, suggestions for future meetings, the facilities, 
and general comments. Results were positive overall, 
averaging a rating of 4 from a range of 1-5, with 5 as 
the highest possible rating. The most favorable com-
ments were the Members’ high opinion of the roundtable 
session. The least favorable comments were concerned 
with the logistics of which days are best for Members to 
attend; many prefer meetings to be held during the work 
week and not over weekends. For complete results, see 
the SEARCH Members Only Website. 

Congratulations to our 
Kentucky Member!
The Kentucky State 
Police have announced 
the promotion of Capt. 
Alecia Webb-Edgington 
to Major and assigned her 
to the Technical Services 
Division as Chief Infor-
mation Offi cer.



“ WHEREAS, national criminal justice data linkage and information sharing programs, such 
as the Law Enforcement National Data Exchange (N-DEx), can make important contributions to 
public safety and homeland security; and

  WHEREAS, in order to be effective, appropriate and publicly acceptable, these information 
sharing programs should incorporate comprehensive privacy standards and best practices;

  NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Membership Group of SEARCH, The National 
Consortium for Justice Information and Statistics, that:

  ‘Information sharing programs should incorporate privacy policy at the beginning stages 
of system design; specifi cally but not limited to

•  The defi nition, mission, and statement of purpose must be clearly defi ned
•  Privacy interests and threats must be identifi ed
•  Privacy policy and system design must be vetted through traditional and nontraditional 

stakeholders
•  Detailed and appropriate privacy standards and practices should be in place at the 

earliest practicable time prior to the initial deployment of these systems.’ “

Resolution
Of the Membership Group of  SEARCH, The National Consortium for Justice Information and Statistics

July 25, 2004

Support of Privacy Protections for Criminal Justice 
Information Sharing Program 
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